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Costa- the coast, on the Pacific Ocean 

Sierra- the highlands, in the middle of the country, 

includes the Andes Mountains and the capital, Quito 

Oriente- the “east,” contains the Amazon Basin and  

many indigenous tribes (Pan et al 2010) 
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The constitution reads that the 
environment has the “right to 

exist, persist, regenerate, and be 
respected” and that “Ecuadorean 

citizens [have] the right to sue for 
enforcement of these rights."  

(Whittemore 2011:660).   
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“Amazon region has one of the highest poverty rates in the country due to 
limited access to healthcare, lack of roads, and poor education.  

The average family living in the rainforest survives on less than $2/day. “ 
 (Off the Mat, Into the World 2013)  

 

"People living in the Amazon are among the most vulnerable in Latin America and 
are often constrained in their decisions pertaining to agricultural land use, labor 
opportunities (particularly for women),fertility regulation, migration, and health 
care due to factors that include limited access to infrastructure and technical 

assistance, severe poverty, low education, and environmental conditions"  
(Pan et al 2010:401) 
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• Degenerative diseases: associated with contact to 
chemicals, such as pesticides, acids, and metallic 
salts 

• Infectious diseases: often caused because of 
improper living and sanitation conditions 

• Respiratory diseases: due to increase in the use of 
tobacco and polluted air quality  

• Tumors and cancers 
• Malnutrition and other diseases: from insufficient 

calorie intake 
• Malaria  
(Torres et al 1997) 

• Diabetes and cardiovascular disease: the top two 
causes of death in 2011 

 (World Health Organization 2011)  

Many of these diseases can be 
attributed to poor environmental 
conditions such as lack of proper 
sanitation, limited access to clean 
water,  & pollution of air and soil. 

(Torres et al 1997) 

Ecuador, overall, has improved on health standards in the past 
ten years but they still face “significant challenges in 

addressing disparities across regions and population groups."  
(Pan et al 2010:403)  

• Indigenous peoples typically 
have less access to health care 
and knowledge about current 
health situations / practices. 

• Indigenous peoples have a 62% 
higher rate of disease “due to all 
causes” than non-indigenous  
living in the same area. 

• Indigenous peoples are 2 to 4 
times more likely to contract 
“chronic infections, 
gastrointestinal illnesses and 
diseases of unknown origin."  

(Pan et al 2010:408) 
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Rainforests once covered around 14% of the 
Earth’s surface. Rainforests now cover only 
approximately 6% of the Earth’s surface.  

 
If we continue our consumption habits, 
deforestation could destroy the Earth’s 
rainforests in about one hundred years.  

(National Geographic 2013)  
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1964- TexacoPet,  a subsidiary of Texaco, 
began exploration on almost 1 million acres of 

the northern portion of the Amazon 
Rainforest. (Sawyer 2006) 

 
1967- TexacoPet discovered oil and set up a 

town called Las Argios (“sour lake”) and roads 
were constructed. (Amazon Watch 2013) 

 
1992- TexacoPet left Ecuador.  

300,000 oil wells (Sawyer 2006) 

Between 600-900 open waste pits  
(Amazon Watch 2013) 

Multiple processing/pumping stations  
(Sawyer 2006) 

An oil refinery (Sawyer 2006) 

One large pipeline that connected the oil 
fields to the Pacific  Ocean 

 (Sawyer 2006) 

Small pipes spreading throughout the rain 
forest  

(Torres et al 1997) 

• Texaco’s time in Ecuador led to devastating 
consequences due to poorly structured oil 
removal, precarious transport methods, and 
improper safety procedures. 

• Texaco’s techniques and methods were organized 
in a way that was cost efficient for their 
company but extremely detrimental for the 
environment and people who lived in the vicinity. 
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Over 16.8 million gallons of crude was spilled. (Torres et al 1997) 

18 billion gallons of contaminated water was released in to area water supplies. 
(Amazon Watch 2013) 



Crude oil, which has been noted to “negatively affect the reproductive and cellular 
development of all life-forms and to lead to skin disease, reproductive abnormalities, 

nerve damage, and various forms of cancer among humans.”  
(Sawyer 2006:26) 

Drilling and other processes have created a polluted environment. They create an area 
which contains carcinogens, heavy metals, and a variety of other harmful materials. 

(Sawyer 2006) 

Problems that have been attributed to oil contamination: headaches, miscarriages, tumors, 
liver cancer, stomach cancer, leukemia in children, and a plethora of other health issues. 

(Sawyer 2006)  

 

Pictures Courtesy of Off the Mat, Into the World (Right: Rebecca Rogers)  



In 1993, 30,000 Ecuadorians (both 
indigenous and non-indigenous) sued 

TexacoChevron in an American court.  

(Sawyer 2006)  

Texaco caused “severe environmental and health damage.” 

Texaco made “decisions in New York headquarters to maximize substandard 
technology in its Ecuadorian oil operations.”  

Texaco dispelled toxic chemicals into the water supply from which local peoples eat, 
drink, and clean.  

(Percival 2011:608-9) 

TexacoChevron is not responsible for Texaco’s actions because ChevronTexaco is the parent company, 
and Texaco a subsidiary. They are considered separate corporations. (Sawyer 2006) 

TexPet, not Texaco, Inc. is the party which should be held accountable. (Although, workers from 
“TexPet” wore Texaco labels on their work uniforms). (Sawyer 2006)  

TexacoChevron also maintains that there were no illegal activities that took place in Ecuador, 

$40 million had already been spent on environmental cleanup, and that the Ecuadorian government had, 
previously, cleared Texaco of any liability. (Percival 2011) 
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In 2011, an Ecuadorian judge 
declared that TexacoChevron had to 

pay 18 billion US dollars to the 
Plaintiffs for the damages that 
were caused by the oil giants. 

(Percival 2011) 

This has been a lengthy battle and while 
TexacoChevron has been ordered to pay, they have 
not paid a cent. The company has stated “we are not 

going to be bullied into a settlement because the 
company has done nothing wrong.”  

TexacoChevron has filed multiple suits and appeals in 
order to keep the case in the court system with the 

hope that the plaintiff’s will, eventually, exhaust their 
resources.  

(Percival 2011)  

8.6 billion in punitive damages 

5.39 billion for polluted soils 

1.4 billion for health services 

800 million to treat people from suffering 
because of pollution 

600 million for restoration of polluted water 
sources 

200 million for native species habitat renewal 

150 million to import unpolluted water 

100 million for community cultural restoration 
programs 

860 million to the plaintiffs 
(Percival 2011) 
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Southeastern Amazon, Ecuador  

Countries: Peru, Colombia, Mexico, Turkey, China, 
Chile, Vietnam, Indonesia, Belarus, South Korea 
Companies: 
Repsol from Spain, ENI from Italy,  
Andes Petroleum from China  

1 to 1.2 billion US dollars 

21 blocks (sections), totaling approximately 10 

million acres, of the southern Amazon have been put up for 
auction so that they may be explored and drilled for oil.  

3 blocks 

Reserved for  
Ecuador 

(Petroamazonas ) 

 

 

13 blocks 

Auction began in 
November 2012 and 
will end May 2013 

 

 

5 blocks 

Possible auction in 
2013. These have 
been put on hold 
due to resistance 
from indigenous 

people of the area  

Source: Amazon Watch 2013 
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100 million barrels  

369 million to 1.6 billion barrels  

• Deforestation due to exploration, drilling, and road construction 
• Loss of endangered species  
• Loss of wildlife and plant species  
• Destruction of indigenous culture and subsistence 
• Displacement of indigenous people 
• Pollution to environment from oil drilling 
• Soil erosion  
• Desertification  
• Estimated 136.4 million tons of CO2 released in 20 years  

• Limited amount of crude oil left underground 
• Estimated that only one-third of the oil wells that are dug will produce oil.  
• The amount of money that these countries invest in the exploration of the crude may 

exceed their actual profits.  

Source: Amazon Watch 2013 
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   Yasuni National Park 

• Southeastern area of Ecuador 
• Spreads into Peru 
• One of the most “biodiverse sections of the Amazon Basin” (Finer 2010) 

 

   

This beautiful and unique piece of land is also home to Ecuador's largest oil 
reserve at an estimated total between 800 and 900 million barrels of crude oil. 
(Finer 2010, Amazon Watch 2013) 

The Yasuni National Park is a 
designated “national park”.  
One wonders why it is under 
threat of great environmental 

damage. (Finer 2010) 

The amount of oil found 
under the Yasumi will last 
the world, approximately, 

ten days. (Vidal 2013)   
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President Correa’s Proposal  

A plea to other nations and independent donors to contribute money,  

totaling about 3.6 billion, over a ten year period  to avoid drilling and save the Ecuadorian economy. 

The initiative was revamped  in 2010. 

Ecuador is  currently working  in collaboration with the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP). An international trust fund was created where the donations can be placed. (Amazon Watch) 

 

If the Money is raised: 

Oil will not  be removed from The Yasuni National Park!!! 

An estimated 450 million metric tons of C02 will be saved 
from being released into the atmosphere 

Regions of indigenous land  will be preserved. Cultural and 
spiritual aspects connected with the land will be sustained.  

Deforestation and pollution will be stopped. 

Colonization of the southern Amazon will be prevented.  
(Amazon Watch)  

 

If the money is not raised: 

Oil drilling will proceed. 

Indigenous  tribes, the people of Ecuador, the 
biodiversity of the Amazon rainforest, and 
people all over the world will be negatively 

affected by the destruction of the rain forest 
that will take place. (Finer 2010) 
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The government has decided to give the environment constitutional rights. But, when the 

indigenous try to enforce these environmental rights and their human right to live on the 

land which they have occupied for centuries they are, often, ignored. The indigenous who 

live on the land  are the ones that will directly suffer the repercussions that that oil 

companies, agri-business, and poor consumer choices inflict. 

 

The indigenous continue to fight for equal rights to 

 live on and protect their delicate Amazon.  
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While much of the information presented has been about indigenous peoples of Ecuador,  

we should not forget that environmental damage  

and human rights violations affect all Ecuadorian people.  

In fact, the devastation happening in the Amazon rainforest holds repercussions  

for all species on this Earth. 

 We are an interconnected world.  

While the damage may not be in your backyard,  

if we continue the destruction of the valuable environment, one day it will be. 

It is time we say NO to our reliance on  

fossil fuels and non-renewable resources.  

It is time we say NO to our overconsumption habits.  

It is time we say YES to equality, justice, compassion, and love.  

 

 

 

Promote your unifying vibrations. Exemplify your warrior strength.  

Support indigenous, environmental, and human rights in Ecuador! 
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the virabrations project.  

Caitlin Boyle and Kelly McHood 

 

Email: thevirabrationsproject@gmail.com 

Blog: www.thevirabrationsproject.wordpress.com 

Donations: https://otmseva.fundraise.com/kelly-boyle 
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This presentation was created by the virabrations project.  
All facts, figures, and information are correct to the best of  

the virabrations project’s knowledge.  

Please let us know if you have any concerns or see any 
inconsistencies in the information.  

We are on a constant search to learn as much factual information 
as possible in order to bring awareness to others.  

Off the Mat, Into the World is not responsible for this document.  
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